‘_}% Royal Thames Yacht Club
B
Families’ Picnic
Sunday 10th August, 2008

INFORMATION FOR THOSE COMING TO THE PICNIC

We have exclusive use of the entire East wing of the ¢
This is the arched doorway half-way along the east wall of the Castle, to the left of the main entrance as

you face the Castle. The Castle itself will be open to the public but your RTYC Family Picnic entrance

tickets will give you access both to our own private area and the public area. As well as games of boules,

Toss the Tatty and Whack The Ferret or whatever there will be a Kite Making competition (collect you kite

kit from Peter and Ruth Tracey upon arrival) followed by the Cumberland Kite Flight with prizes for the best-

decorated kite and for the most successful kite — or you can just do nothing if you prefer. There is lots of

room to run around and places to explore. As well as the grass games the CSO has put together intriguing

Treasure Hunts for over- and under Tens (years of age) that will require you to explore the Castle

thoroughly.

COMING BY SEA

The best way to reach Hurst is in your own boat or RIB. The tides are LW Portsmouth 1131, HW 1821 BST

so the stream serves nicely for going down the West Solent on the morning ebb, back on the afternoon

flood. The tides are at Neaps. Height of LW Hurst is 1.6m around midday, HW 2.6m which means that

there wil.| not be much mud but there won’t be much wat
inside in Keyhaven Lake but the weaker Neap streams should make anchoring outside less tricky. The best

place to anchor is at the north end of the eastern arm of Hurst Spit, opposite the conspicuous little wooden

tower which is the starting hut for the local sailing clubs.

We have chartered one of the smaller Hurst Ferries to take us back and forth to the Hurst Castle landing in

the Camber (the inner pool) as well as do the occasional run up to the very pretty little quay at Keyhaven. If

you are planning on arriving by RIB or small boat or dinghy, please remember that the landing jetty at Hurst

Castle itself is private property and strictly for the
using the ferry, plan to bring up elsewhere on the beach, inside or out. There will be some berthing (first-
come-first-berthed) for RIBs and boats 21ft and under on the Hurst Ferries pontoon opposite the entrance

to the Camber (the local name for the shallow lake in front of the Castle).

CALL THAMES FERRY ON VHF 17 IF YOU WANT A PICK-UP.
BY CAR

Those arriving by car should park in the NFDC pay-and-display car park and either take the regular ferry
down (return fare £4.50 for adults) from the jetty by the quay or call for the Royal Thames Special. There
may be a longer wait, however, as the primary task for our ferry will be to tend the yachts.

www.royalthames.com
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PICNICKING, EATING & SIPPING

This is a BYO (Bring Your Own) picnic, so what you bring and where and how you eat it are up to you. You
may be as elaborate or as rustic as you chose—but please remember: if you want tables and chairs or
even a rug to sit on, you will need to BYO. However—please do NOT bring your own barbecue outfit, pri-
mus and kettle or anything else that requires a naked flame. We may not light fires, of any sort, within the
Castle grounds

THE BBQ

We have borrowed and shall use the big (approximately 2ft wide by 8ft long) BBQ trough owned by the
Friends of Hurst Castle (of which group the CSO and Susan are members) and this will be lit and run by

Jason Crane. Jason’'s primary task is to watch over the
and to co-ordinate use of the range. You may cook your own food on the BBQ (it is big enough for several
people to cook on it at once) or Jason wil/| cook your

to eat your food (a plate, for example) and something with which to eat it. All that will be provided is the
BBQ fire itself.

DRINKS

There is no drinking water supply in our area of the Castle, so in addition to any wines or soft drinks your
are planning to bring, you should bring your own bottled water.

GAMES

Please bring any family games you want to play during the Picnic — a few, like Boules, will be brought by
the organisers. There is plenty of space available both in the Royal Thames enclave inside the Castle walls
and outside. However, do remember that swimming around Hurst Spit can be dangerous, so if any family
members are going in the water, choose your spot with care.

www.royalthames.com
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LISTS OF THOSE ATTENDING

Lists will be made available shortly before the event and might be emailed so you know who is coming; in
any case they will be handed out when you arrive. We are expecting around 100 and it should be a great
event. Just pray for fine weather!

WET & STORMY WEATHER

If there is the chance of (light) rain the Picnic will go ahead anyway as there are lots of dry places in the

Castle where we can enjoy the Punch & Judy show, play skittles, draw pictures — and we can still fly the

kites. However, if it is seriously stormy the Picnic will be cancelled. Ca | | either the Vice Con
bile 07973 344338, or the CSO’' s BuUsYiOvREIl proedtiastandnor f ur t h
choring spot so long as there is no east in the wind, but if you have arrived by sea and are concerned you

candivertto Yarmouth. | t may just be possible for us to arrange t
rely on it.

www.royalthames.com
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Programme

Ferry service from Hurst anchorage begins

On arrival all those attending will be given treasure hunt details and
a kite flying briefing

Skittles/Dominoes/ etc available in RTYC area ( East wing of Castle)
BBQ available (bring your own food)

Punch & Judy Show with Professor Clive Denton ( This can be repeated
or extended on request and Clive Denton will be happy to talk to grown-
ups about the origins of Punch & Judy

Kite Kits available

Treasure Hunts set off ( please hand in by 1500)
Races and games for children in the RTYC area

Guided Tour of the whole Castle for grown-ups and any older children who
want to join in.

Grand Kite Flight

Please hand in your treasure hunts to Jonathan Beeston by 1500 at the
Royal Thames Entrance.

Prizegiving

Ferry ends

www.royalthames.com
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Stallholders/Helpers

Vice Commodore John Stork
Peter & RuthTracey
George Brookes
Heather Stork
Jacina Bird
Roger & Susan Hawkes
Tom Montgomery & Younger Members
CSO Malcolm Mckeag
Sailing Secretary Jonathan Beeston

Membership Secretary Annabel Hunt

www.royalthames.com
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